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USD RECEIVES CETA GRANT TO CONTINUE RESEARCH IN GASLAMP DISTRICT
A Comprehensive Education and Training Grant (CETA) to continue
research into the Gaslamp Quarter of San Diego has been awarded to the
University of San Diego,

The grant, administered by the Regional Employ-

ment and Training Consortium (RETC), is for $100,000 and runs until March 31,
1979.
This is the second grant awarded to the University for Gaslamp Quarter
research.

The first, which amounted to $45,000 and ran from July through

September, 1978, employed 17 persons to study 25 parcels of land in the
historic area.

The District, the heart of downtown San Diego from 1870

to 1970, is a 16 block area bounded by 4th and 6th Streets, and Broadway
and Harbor Drive.
The Gaslamp Quarter has been designated an historic district, and is
the only area in downtown which has been slated for restoration instead
of redevelopment.
The second grant will allow for research on 75 to 100 parcels and
buildings in the Gaslamp Quarter, with an emphasis on the property ownership over the years, land use, history of buildings, developers and architects.

Sixteen people have been hired by the University of San Diego

under the terms of the grant to carry out the research.
"We are looking for data that gives some individual character--some
historical or architectural flavor to each parcel," explains Dr. Ray Brandes,
director of the project, and Dean of USD's School of Graduate and Continuing
Education.
more.
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Working in conjunction with the San Diego City Planning Department,
Brandes will oversee the arduous task of poring over land records, researching title history, and presenting data to the City Planning Department which
will enable that department to make decisions relative to the significance
of the property and the buildings.

Brandes says, "Our research is not

limited to San Diego archives, but to institutions throughout the United
States, and some highly interesting and important data is being located."
That data is voluminous.
tailed history.

Each of the buildings has a varied and de-

From the rounded-brick construction of some, to the inlaid

tile of others, the Gaslamp Quarter is a monument to the bold and unique
architecture that permeated the San Diego scene during the past 100 years.
Today, the District hosts a mi x of busin~sses and residents:

produce

warehouses, small retail shops, attorneys, financial institutions, restaurants, movie houses, nightclubs, adult entertainment stores, and senior
citizens who occupy many of the old hotels and upper floors of the sidewalk
businesses.
The Gaslamp Quarter restoration is taking into account the plight' of
the senior citizens and residents of the area.

"The people who live there,11

Director Brandes asserts, "will not be impacted.

They may be retired, they

may work in the area, or they may prefer to live downtown.

There are in-

expensive restaurants around the corner; the laundromats are nearby--all
the services they need are close by.

They can continue to live where they

are; it is the environment which will be improved."
Brandes sees the involvement of the University of San Diego as consistent with prime directives of the school.

"Not only are we helping the

city do something that it alone can't do," he says, "but we are doing what
a university such as ours should be doing--providing direct community service, and helping individuals obtain jobs wherein practical experience
upgrades their skills for permanent employment."
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